Lewis & Clark South Dakota-Nebraska 

Preservation Association 
MINUTES 
Wednesday, January 31st, 2001, Two Rivers Steakhouse, Niobrara, Nebraska 
Meeting was called to order at 10:30 a.m. (after Vice President Rayder Swanson 

cleared Niobrara main street of 5' snow drifts). Due to inclement weather, only six 

members were present (Rayder, Rick and Mary Hurd, Richard Hermanek, Rocky 

Latorra, and Les Labahn). 

November minutes were distributed and stood approved. 

Mary reported a balance of $1,030.42 in the checking account. Activity since 

November has been a steady stream of membership deposits, payments for fuel for 

Walters' project (Harry reimbursed the organization for these amounts), and the 

purchase of a $200 star quilt (made by Crow Creek Golden Age Center). The quilt 

was presented to Congressman John Thune, keynote speaker at the Missouri River 

Project "Call to Action" in Chamberlain on January 17th. 

Informal discussion ensued about Corps' proposed spring rise/summer low flow. Rick 

Spellman has sent a 12-page letter in opposition to this proposal to members of 

South Dakota and Nebraska congressional delegations. Mary will condense the main 

ideas of the Spellman letter and create a Congressional resolution and a press 

release. The Congressional resolutions need to be distributed as widely as possible 

for signatures before being hand-carried to Washington, D.C. The press release will 

help public understand that the high spring release and corresponding low summer 

flows have many negative impacts. 

Mary passed around photos of Harry Walters' completed bank stabilization project. 

Richard noted that Harry followed the law...and it took him two years and 13 permits 

to save his property. 

Richard shared an invitation to the Missouri River Natural Resources Commission 

annual conference in Great Falls, Montana (June 24-27). 

The Missouri River Coalition was discussed. It was the feeling of the group that it 

would make sense to join forces. Rick made a motion to join the MR Coalition. Rocky 

seconded, and the motion was passed unanimously. Mary will contact Howard Paul 

and check on the fee (it appears to be $50). 

The Lewis & Clark South Dakota-Nebraska Preservation Association has been 

asked to meet with the Corps of Engineers at their office regarding the 

sedimentation study. This meeting will be on Tuesday, February 13th, at 2 p.m. at 

the Gavins Point Corps office. 

Discussion was held on the following miscellaneous topics: 

There is a need to check out dredging projects (such as at Clear Lake). 

Would it be possible for Thune's office to assist Governor Janklow with task 

force? 

There are questions about how the Missouri River Restoration Act affects 

watersheds, EQIP, and CRP. 

We need to focus on priorities: maintain channel, remove sediment, dredge at 

the headwaters of Lewis & Clark Lake (east of Springfield) to halt encroachment, 

work on conservation to reduce sediment, and create sedimentation reservoirs. 

When is the Missouri River Project trip to DC? (Mary will talk to Joby about 

timing) 

It was decided to organize one or two airplane tours of Missouri River, primarily with 

Nebraska politicians. The purpose is to make sure Nebraska's delegation knows how 

conservation programs relate to river issues, and to make sure funding is available 

to clean out Spencer Dam. Rayder will line up a date with Bruce Reichert (Tom 

Osborne's assistant) and will then call Mary so she can reserve pilot Greg McCann. 

The tours should include Lyndon Vogt, Jan Jorgensen, someone from Nelson's and 

Johanns' offices, and Rick Spellman. 

Nominations were held for L&C SD-NE PA 2001-2003 terms of office: 

President - Rick Hurd 

Vice President - Rayder Swanson 

Secretary Treasurer - Mary Hurd 

Meeting adjourned at 12:35 p.m. 
Next meeting of the Lewis & Clark South Dakota-Nebraska 

Preservation Association will be at 10:00 a.m., Wednesday, 

February 28th, 2001, at Two Rivers Steakhouse, Niobrara, 

Nebraska. Additional nominations will be received from the floor 

and election of officers will be conducted.
