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Corps releases final Environmental Assessment for Mini Test Flows

Omaha, Neb.— The final Environmental Assessment (EA) for a "mini test" of water discharge down the spillway at Fort Peck Dam is now available from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  

The mini test was originally scheduled for implementation during the summer of 2001; however, prolonged drought in the upper Missouri River basin precluded the implementation of the test.  Based on current water storage, the earliest the mini test could be implemented would be the summer of 2005, but it could be even later.  Once conditions are favorable for the test, the public will be notified through the media and existing mailing lists, as well as through the Corps' annual operating plan for the Missouri River main stem system.

"The final EA is quite lengthy due to several appendices," says Project Manager Kevin Mayberry.  An online version of the full EA is currently available on the Fort Peck Web page  http://www.nwo.usace.army.mil/html/Lake_Proj/fortpeck/minitest.html.  An executive summary of the EA will be distributed to the entire mailing list for the test and will be available at the Corps' Fort Peck Lake Office when reproduction is complete. A smaller, hard copy version of the EA, without appendices, is available upon request. The full version of the EA—hard copy as well as on compact disk, should be distributed to public libraries by May 1. 
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For more information:  Project Manager Kevin Mayberry (402) 221-4897
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